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h/o:  1-207-388-2398 

 

 

 
Client’s Research Objectives 
 
Current objective second segment of the project: 
 
Goal 1 
Primary focus is on verifying Thomas Hamilton connection to the Cape, and then the 
linkage to the Mayflower. That would be a big deal. 
 
Goal 2 
Second is the James Carter original deed in Blue Hill. You had sent a reference to one 
but, while I haven’t seen the underlying deed, I wondered if that was of him selling his 
prior home. He would have bought (or been granted) land in Blue Hill in 1770 or 1771. 
 

 
Objective from the first segment of this project, findings delivered: 
 
-   confirming link to Deacon John Dunham in Plymouth  
 
✓ see if you can figure out where Thomas Hamilton of Digby, Novia Scotia came from 
 
✓ seeing if there is any link to Alexander Hamilton - both branches came from the same area of 
Scotland so suspect there is a link somewhere 
 
- James Carter arrived in Blue Hill, ME in 1770 or 1771 - would love to confirm his original land 
grant in Blue Hill Neck, me - I have not been able to find it” 
 

 
 
Project Background  

 

Client:      Daniel O’Keefe 
Address:      21 Brody Ave 
City:            New Canaan State:   CT Zip:  06840 
phone:    .917-733-1669 Email:   Daniel O'Keefe <dok@apax.com> 

other:  . Webpage:  
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I have a pretty built out ancestry tree. I also have it at www.hamdun.org/tree  but don’t focus 
there yet. I’ve done more work since then on ancestry so would want to refresh the tree on the 
site. Let me know if you have a preference in terms of how you access a tree. 
 

Restrictions or Limitations 

Loss of a New England town’s vital records and land grant papers occurred regularly through 
the decades, catastrophically destroyed by war, wildfire, flooding or carelessness; these 
challenges make our task a little more difficult and time consuming.  Some towns tried to 
recreate these family groups by deposition, while many records never made it any further than 
the family bible.  As with any genealogical research, it is not possible to guarantee results.  The 
process is evidence driven; proof reveals itself in town and state vital records, census histories, 
court records, probate files, deeds and other scholarly works.  
 
Client has authorized a $1000.00 limit at this time. 
 
 

Report of Findings 

Goal 1 
 
 
“Primary focus is on verifying Thomas Hamilton connection to the Cape, and then the 
linkage to the Mayflower. That would be a big deal.” 
 

Research in the first segment of this project established that Thomas Hamilton (1739- ) 
emigrated to Barrington on the southwestern tip of Nova Scotia in 1761-2 with other first 
settlers from Chatham and Harwich on Cape Cod, Massachusetts; and that Thomas (Thomas, Mary, 

Mary, Giles, Stephen)  is a proven Mayflower descendant (Exhibit A, B, C.1-C.4, D1-2, E).  Research in 
this location and this time period is difficult.  Multiple disaster assaulted the area for 
generations. Some probate records survived the 1827 burning of the Barnstable County Court 
House and Chatham’s were lost to a local fire.  Revolutionary Wars records are long been 
missing. (Exhibit C.2) 
 
While working to confirm a birth record for the weakest generation; Archibald, to his father 
Thomas (Exhibit B) and mother Ruhama Doane, it became necessary to look generations back 
for additional published genealogies or town histories that could reveal this information.  We 
know that Archibald was in Digby, Nova Scotia with his father 1 Sgt. Daniel Hamilton (1669-
1738) and his brother Thomas (1670) (Exhibit A) were first exposed to the Nova Scotia wilds 

 ~ -  

1 Wilson, Isaiah W. A Geography and History of the County of Digby, Nova Scotia.  Holloway Bros. : 
Halifax Nova Scotia, 1900. 

 

http://www.hamdun.org/tree
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during the battle of Port Royal in 1690 2.  Inspired by the opportunities already familiar to 
earlier generations of Hamilton seaman regarding new land, wealth and estates of their own, 
some of them relocated to Digby probably well before the 1759 Charles Lawrence Proclamation 
expelling the native Acadians in favor of settling their land by New England planters.  From the 
brief article Early Chatham Settlers 3 (Exhibit C-C4) in Leonard Smith’s Cape Cod Collection we 
learn the names of Daniel’s children and four wives, including his first son Lt. Thomas 
Hamilton (1695-1772).  Daniel’s grandson Thomas (1739- ) and his great-grand son Archibald 
(1755- ) followed, laying claim to the earliest of land grants 4,5.   
 

 From the History of Digby p 38: 

 
One of a few comprehensive historical collections recounting the Hamilton move from the Cape 
to Nova Scotia is a series of articles written in the 1920 and 30’s for the Yarmouth Herald that 
followed up on New England Planters and Loyalist who had settled in Nova Scotia beginning 
in 1759.  This treasure trove of information recounted details of at least 650 families; about 
48,165 names and includes this client’s genealogy6 (Exhibit F.1-2).  How Thomas (1643-), 

 ~ -  

2 New Englanders in Nova Scotia (NEHGS Stanton Coll.) p 001, 052, 117-118, 123. 
 
3 Smith, Leonard, H., Jr. Cape Cod Library of Local History and Genealogy 1992. A 2004 Facsimile Edition 

of 108 Pamphlets Published in the Early 20th Century. Two Volumes.  
(https://genealogical.com/store/cape-cod-library-of-local-history-and-genealogy-3/) 

4 Wilson, History Digby County, p 38, 137 

5 Col. Leonard H. Smith, Jr., MA, CG and Norma H. Smith, Nova Scotia Immigrants to 1867, Reprint of 
GPC’s 1992, vol. 2 of 2 vols. (Baltimore, MD: Clearfield, 2007). 

 
6 New Englanders in Nova Scotia, Manuscript. R. Stanton Avery Special Collections, New England 

Historic Genealogical Society, Boston, MA. (Online Database.  AmericanAncestors.org. New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, 2010. (https://www.americanancestors.org/DB398/i/0/123/0) accessed: 3 
Jan 2020. (Note: A complete set of images of the full pages of this newspaper recounting the Thomas Hamilton 

https://genealogical.com/store/cape-cod-library-of-local-history-and-genealogy-3/
https://www.americanancestors.org/DB398/i/0/123/0
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husband to Lidia Wing (1647-1710) and father of Daniel (1669-) and Thomas (1670-) seems 
appear from nowhere except the statement that he and his brother Daniel were born in Rhode 
Island (F.1)   In searching the early history of the state  the Hamilton family of Rhode Island 7 
does 
 

“The Marquisse of Hamilton's Patent takes in all Roade Island Colonies, and 
about halfe of Connecticut.  The Nanhygansetts sachims did in the year 1044, by 
writing, surrender themselves, their people and country into the late King's 
protection.” 

 
appear almost entirely woven into the Ulster Hamiltons, descending from James Hamilton, the 

1st Earl of Abercorn and fourth son of Sir George Hamilton. 8 (Exhibit G.1- G.7 note: specific 

attention should be paid to this exhibit set)   
 
Vetting the sources given in the notes (Exhibit G.7) produced a significant amount of additional 
information supporting the research in the Morehead article 9. About 152 written exchanges by 
Capt. Thomas Hamilton are on file with the UK’s National Archives (Exhibit H).  Discussions 
concern every subject from damage to the vessels during bad weather, ports, being at sea for 17 
months and longer, to wages, payments, ‘victuals’ and other assorted stores, building cabins 
and Acadian Indian slaves for the kitchen.  His lineage is recounted in great detail in (Exhibit 

I.1- I .3) in Anderson’s House of Hamilton10 and Johnson’s Heraldry of the Hamiltons 11.  In Ex. I .3 
we learn about Elizabeth, of whom:  
 

 

genealogy is provided in the client’s shared Dropbox folder. This evidence has also been included in this 
genealogist’s “O’Keefe” Tree at Ancestry.com.  In addition, an extensive collection of images from the sources listed 
in the following bibliography are included in DropBox, and as media files attached to each person’s profile in the 
O’Keefe Tree.)  

 
7 John Russell Bartlett and Rhode Island, Records of the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence 

Plantations, in New England, vol. 2 of 10 vols. (Providence: A. Crawford Greene and Brothers, State 
Printers, 1856), p 127.  (http://archive.org/details/recordsofcolonyo07rhod.) 

 
8  Morehead, Shellee A., PhD, CG and Cynthia L Hamilton, “Thomas Hamilton - Progenitor of a Colonial 

American Family: His Ulster Origins Revealed Using DNA,” Directory of Irish Family History Research; 
Ulster Genealogical and Historical Guild, Number 36, no. 2013 (2013): pp 17–19.  
 

9  Ibid.  

10 Anderson, John. Historical and Genealogical Memoirs of the House of Hamilton; with Genealogical Memoirs 

of the Several Branches of the Family. (Simpkin & Marshall, London. Edinburgh, 1825) Pp 190-196 

11 Johnson, George Harvey. The Heraldry of the Hamiltons : With Notes on All the Males of the Family, 
Description of the Arms, Plates and Pedigrees (Edinburgh ; London : W. & A.K. Johnston, 1909), pp  
(https://archive.org/details/heraldryofhamils00john.) pp 

 

http://archive.org/details/recordsofcolonyo07rhod
https://archive.org/details/heraldryofhamils00john
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“I make my Well beloved sister Lady Elizabeth Hamilton my full Executrix…”  
 

as stated in his Boston will which I have transcribe (Exhibit M.1-M.2). Also mentioned is one 
Archibald Hamilton …  
 
Great detail is given in Hasted’s County of Kent 12  including the fact that our Thomas’s father, 
Sir George Hamilton fourth son of James was also the Baronet of Nova Scotia (Exhibit J.1- J.2).  

Hamilton’s of Abercorn 13 in “Heraldry of the Hamiltons” by Johnson (Exhibit K) clearly defines 
Thomas and his five brothers, but as was the common practice, the three sisters were unnamed.  
We do find them back in Exhibit I.  An extensive list of his commands and promotions (Exhibit 

L.1-L.4, see ex. L-2) do suggest a time to be in port long enough to fully stock ships and explore.  
Captain Thomas Hamilton (1643-1687) most likely married Lidia near Newport and fathered 
two boys by her.  She and the boys were allowed to take the Hamilton name.  Research 
considering Lucy Wing Hamilton Abbott would be far more difficult without the “The Owl”14  a 
publication by the Wing Family of America (Exhibit N1-N.3) a 1991 article which thoroughly 
researches her family group. 
 

Conclusion for Goal 1 
 

Collective evidence suggests that Thomas Hamilton (1643-1687) is the son of James Hamilton, 
the 1st Earl of Abercorn and fourth son of Sir George Hamilton. (Ex. G.5); and that his son Sgt. 
Daniel Hamilton (1670-1738) is the husband of Mary Smith (1669-1708), a Mayflower 
Descendant of Stephen Hopkins. 
 
Aware that the client has already had DNA testing via 23 & ME and Ancestry, I would 
recommend contacting the Ulster Hamilton DNA project, if not already done so. 
 
 

 

  
 ~ -  

12 Hasted, Edward. The History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent, vol. 1, multiple vols. 
(Canterbury: W. Bristow, 1797), https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-kent/vol1. 

13 Johnson. Heraldry of the Hamiltons, p 20. 

14 Lovell, Russell A Jr, “Lydia Wing Hamilton Abbott and Her House in the Woods” The Owl, Vol 82 Nov 
1991, (The Wing Family of America Inc.,) Fall, 1991; vols 82-89,  pp 5071-5073. 

(https://books.google.com/books?id=8rpbAAAAMAAJ&q=lydia+hambleton#v=onepage&q=lidia
%20hamilton&f=false) 

 

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-kent/vol1
https://books.google.com/books?id=8rpbAAAAMAAJ&q=lydia+hambleton#v=onepage&q=lidia%20hamilton&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=8rpbAAAAMAAJ&q=lydia+hambleton#v=onepage&q=lidia%20hamilton&f=false
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Goal 2 – Not addressed in this segment 
 
Exhibit Group 2 
 
James Carter arrived in Blue Hill, ME in 1770 or 1771 - would love to confirm his 
original land grant in Blue Hill Neck, me - I have not been able to find it”  
 

This step of the project is foundational research only and incomplete due to time 
contract time restrictions. More information is available concerning these land 
grants, I recommend and additional block of research time to complete this goal. 
 

Ann Clough’s book Head of the Bay: Sketches and Pictures of Blue Hill, Maine 1762-1952 15 
states that James Carter, with others, came to Blue Hill “up to the beginning of the nineteenth 
century” or before 1800; with the earliest settlers arriving about 1762 being listed pages 6-8.  
 
Referring to the death of Ebenezer Hinkley on Long Island in 1776 and inquest that followed, 
“settlement on the south side of [Long Island] was made about twenty years later when David 
and James Carter, Jr., built homes near the Sand Spit, directly opposite South Blue Hill.  Here 

James raised a family of thirteen children, and David, seven children.  R. G. F. Candage 16 

writes that they “raised their own corn and grain, cattle, sheep and swine for the use of their 
families, spun, wove and knit their clothing from wool of their sheep, and lived within their 
own resources.” Still later, David Carter’s son, John Pearce [Carter] (born 1799), cleared farm 
land, built a house and barns, and raised a family of seven children in the same area.  
 
It is from the Historical Sketches of Bluehill Maine that we learn the Blue Hill Bay Date of 
Proprietors’ Settlement for three Carter men; Thomas 1776, Henry 1783, and James 178117. 
(Exhibit 4.1) 
  

 ~ -  

15 Clough, Annie L. Head of the Bay: Sketches and Pictures of Blue Hill, Maine 1762-1952. (The Shoreacre 
Press, printed at Elm Tree Press, Incorporated : Woodstock, Vermont; 1953) p 18. Note: A .pdf e-copy of 
the entire book is included with the delivery of this report. 

 
16 Dodge, R.G.W. with Rufus George Frederick Candage, Editor.  Families of Early Settlers in Blue Hill, 

Maine.  The Bangor Historical Magazine, A Monthly. Vol V [5] Bangor, ME. April, May 1890; Nos. 10, 11.  
Porter, Joseph W., Editor and Publisher. (The Bangor Historical Magazine Volume V [5] July 1889 
[through] June 1890. Benjamin A. Burr Printer, Bangor, 1889-1890) Pp 181-217. 

 
17  
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Exhibit A. 

 

Tree showing the 

ancestry of Archibald 

Hamilton back to his 

Mayflower ancestor 

Stephen Hopkins  
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Exhibit Group 1 
 

Exhibit B 
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Exhibit C  
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-

i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000209-i 

 

Exhibit C.1 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000209-i
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000209-i
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Exhibit C.2 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-

i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000211-iii 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000211-iii
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000211-iii
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Exhibit C.3 
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-

i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000795-582 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000795-582
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000795-582
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Exhibit C.4 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-

i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000796-583 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000796-583
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209-i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000796-583
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Exhibit D.1  
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Exhibit D.2 
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Exhibit E 
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Exhibit F.1 top  p 117  

(red line represents the match line for the lower half of p 117 following) 
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Exhibit F.2 bottom  p 117  
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Exhibit G.1   
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Exhibit G.2    
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Exhibit G.3  
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Exhibit G.4  
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Exhibit G.5    

 

 

 

 

Sgt Daniel (1669-1738) married Mary Smith (1669-1708) a 

4th gen. Mayflower descendant. Daniel’s brother Thomas 

may be the fisherman of Granville, NS.  Daniel’s son 

Thomas (1695-) remained in Chatham, while his son Thomas 

(1739-) who was the earliest of settlers that left for Nova 

Scotia along with his 3 sons Archibald, Henry and John. 
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Exhibit G.6 
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Exhibit G.7 
 
List of article sources. The complete scope of some individual statements are not adressed by 
some of the sources and should be referenced with caution.  This genealogist have vetted 
most of these sources.  Copies of them as .pdf ‘e-books’ are provided with this report in our 
shared DropBox folder on-line. 
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Exhibit H    
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Exhibit I  
Historical and Genealogical Memoirs of the Branches of the House of Hamilton. 

 



Daniel O’Keefe - HamDun Project Second Segment  
20 February 2019 – 16 March 2020 

 

 

 
M. Kathryn Kelly, Genealogist      1.207.461.4700                                                               www.MKathrynKelly.com 27 of 46 
1233 Main Street, Hartford, ME 04220      

Exhibit I .1 
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Exhibit I .2 
Historical and Genealogical Memoirs of the Branches of the House of Hamilton. 
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Exhibit I .3 
 

Elizabeth Hamilton, Thomas’s sister identified in his 1687 will of Exhibit 
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Exhibit J.1 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit J.2 follows 
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Exhibit K.1 -  Child (d) is identified as Thomas Hamilton who died in New England.  
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Exhibit K.2 
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Exhibit L.1   
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Exhibit L.2 –  Rupert, the Mary, Deptford,  Nightingale, the Mermaid and the Warwick (the 

Duke of Warwick and Warwick R.I.?) 
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Exhibit L.3    
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Exhibit L.4   
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Exhibit M.1   Will of Thomas 
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Exhibit M.2   Transcription of the will of thomas Hamilton b 1643  

 

 

Boston N. E May 9th 1687 

 

 

 

 

 

In Premis 

In the Name if God Amen : I Thomas Hamilton 

Capt of his Majestys Ship Kingfisher, being in perfect 

memory but very sick & weak doo make this my  

last Will & Tostmont 

I bequoath my Soul to my faithfull Creator & Rodemer 

and [illegible] my body may be decently intorr’d at the Cost 

and Charge of Mr Arshbald Hamilton, & Mr James  

Jennings, according to my quality, and there Judgemont 

and after my fanorall [financial?] Charges payed I make my Well 

beloved sister Lady Elizabeth Hamilton my full 

Executrix 

  

Signed, Sald delivered 

In Presence of 

William Kere 

Robert Ratcliff 

Alex Henderson 

 

{SEAL} 

Thos Hamilton 

 

Boston May 27th 1687 

 

Thus appearrd before me the above wtitten 

Robt Ratchliffe &  Alexander Henderson wittnesses 

to this will and made oath that they saw the 

before named Thhomas Hamilton sign seale 

& Declare this to be his last will & testament 

 

By Command of His 

Excellcny [illeg.] Gov 

[illegible] 

 

 

Andros 



Daniel O’Keefe - HamDun Project Second Segment  
20 February 2019 – 16 March 2020 

 

 

 
M. Kathryn Kelly, Genealogist      1.207.461.4700                                                               www.MKathrynKelly.com 40 of 46 
1233 Main Street, Hartford, ME 04220      

Exhibit N.1 

https://books.google.com/books?id=8rpbAAAAMAAJ 

 

 

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=8rpbAAAAMAAJ
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Exhibit N.2                     The Owl   Fall, 1991; vols 82-89,  pp 5071-5073  
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Exhibit N.2 
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Exhibit N.3 
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Exhibit Group 4 –  …locate Carter original land grant INCOMPLETE 
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