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Client Questions from email of 6 April 2020 
 
“I still can’t shake this concern that the Thomas Hamilton of Chatham is different than the Thomas 

Hamilton of Digby. Totally see all the evidence but find it suggestive, not conclusive. Concerns about 
that one family history you found from the first report that said Thomas’s father was a Robert Hamilton, 
and that we still have not found anything that lists one of our Thomas Hamilton’s sons as being named 
Archibald.” 

Report of Findings 

The possibility that the client’s ancestors Thomas and Archibald Hamilton descended from 
Robert of Colchester, Nova Scotia was introduced in Cutter’s Memoirs Relating to the Families of 
the State of Massachusetts 1 (Questions Exhibit C) in the early stages of the research process.  The 
issue with this volume is that no birth, marriage or death dates are given until the later 
generation of John and Eunice Gilley Hamilton from whom the client descends.  More recent 
research revealed that Cutter loosely based this column on Miller’s First Settlers of Colchester 
County (1873) 2  which proved to be a more thorough account of Robert Hamilton (Exhibit set D) 

and the Ulster line that moved from Ireland to North Western Nova Scotia in the summer of 

 ~ -  

1 William Richard Cutter and William Frederick Adams, Genealogical and Personal Memoirs Relating to 
the Families of the State of Massachusetts (New York, Lewis historical Pub. Co., 1910), page 2737.  
http://archive.org/details/genealogicalpers04cutt. (Questions Exhibit C)   

 
2 Thomas Miller, Historical and Genealogical Record of the First Settlers of Colchester County down to the 

Present Time [Microform] (Halifax, N.S. : A. & W. MacKinlay, 1873), 
http://archive.org/details/cihm_11106. Pp 353-361 (Questions Exhibit D)  
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1771.3   An unpublished manuscript prepared by H. Douglas Goff (2017) 4 provided by the client 

references many of the same sources used to support the findings of this research project 5, yet 

Goff traces a different set of family groups coming directly from Ireland and settling in North 
Western Nova Scotia at Truro (Ex B map)  later than the family group coming north from 
Chatham, Mass., who settled in Digby, Granville and down into Barrington.  Although some of 
the names are similar as would be expected, two key observations emerge: 

 
 
• the Chatham, Massachusetts Hamiltons claim their land grants and settle in southern 

Nova Scotia much earlier than the Ulster group that came directly from Ireland;  
 

• they colonized different areas of Nova Scotia. See Map Exhibit B.  Truro is 
approximately 150 miles northeast of Digby-Granville-Barrington.  Immediate family 
groups would typically stay together maintaining and defending their own farms and 
households.  Keep in mind the volatile tensions between the French trappers, local 
Micmac settlements and the English; during periods of unrest, settlers’ wives and 
children would temporarily return to their former family residences. 

 
• Critically; birth, marriage and death dates between these two family groups don’t match 

up anywhere among the publications, nor do the patronymic group names.  
 

• The Hamiltons coming directly from Ireland produced some prominent father and son 
clergyman, with well-documented families dating significantly later than the Chatham 
Mass. families, while the Chatham families are more military and sea-faring, fishing are 
settling in the coast. 
 

 ~ -  

3 Cutter was the editor for a number of county and state sponsored biographies with genealogies 
listing the accomplishments or of prominent businessmen or respected community leaders.  Most of the 
articles are written by Cutter’s staff of contributing writers, much like a magazine or journal is done now; 
some contributed by the subjects themselves. The sources and biographies of the individuals in many of 
Cutter’s collections are ambiguous yet selective, often adopted from other un-vetted publications.  
Sometimes referred to as “Bragg Books” (Exhibit C) they are a great source of leads to valuable evidence 
when used with caution.  

 
4  H. Douglas Goff “The Hamilton Family of Truro and Upper Stewiacke, Colchester County, Nova 

Scotia” Prepared by H. Douglas Goff, 7748 Wellington Rd. 22, Guelph, ON N1H 6J2., 2014. 
 
5 This statement would include books previously identified here in this genealogist’s Bibliography 

such as Anderson’s Historical and Genealogical Memoirs of the House of Hamilton; with Genealogical Memoirs 
of the Several Branches of the Family; Johnson’s Heraldry of the Hamiltons : With Notes on All the Males of the 
Family, Description of the Arms, Plates and Pedigrees; Miller’s Historical and Genealogical Record of the First 
Settlers of Colchester County down to the Present Time. Goff merely refers to the noted books but does not 
effectively cite them, or the sources for specific vital statistics, thus calling into question the accuracy of 
the manuscript itself, leaving it to the reader to locate evidence in support of broad statements. 
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• The Chatham families around Digby-Granville-Barrington are specifically identified as 

being the sons or daughters of Thomas of Chatham 6. From Crowell’s, A History of 
Barrington Township and Vicinity 7 : 

 
Barrington p 560: “Archelaus m. Patience d[aughter] Thomas Hamilton, 
Chatham.”;  
 
Barrington p 566: “JONATHAN SMITH, gr. m. 1764 Jane d[daughter] Thomas 
Hamilton, Chatham”; 
 
Barrington p 570: “SOLOMON SMITH, gr., lot No. 24 and Solomon Smith 
Junior gr. lot No. 21, father and son. Solomon Smith Sr. m. Rebecca d[aughter] of 
Thomas Hamilton of Chatham, Mass.’ 

 
 

 
“ … can you clarify the Archibald Hamilton referenced in the Will of Thomas Hamilton? That is a 

different Archibald than the one we are focused on correct? That will is from 1687, while the 
Thomas/Archibald link we are focused on confirming would have been much later than that (our 
Archibald wasn’t born until abt. 1755). 

 
That is correct. Archibald that Thomas identified in the 1687 will may be an uncle or other 
family member born around the same time as Thomas (1643-1687).  There was about 75-100 
year difference between the 2 Archibald’s. 
 
 
Comprehensive re-evaluations of : 
 
Approximately twenty-six hours re-evaluating the Histories of Colchester Cty, Annapolis 
County, towns of Barrington, Granville, Truro, Digby; including the re-evaluations of the 
genealogies of the Hamilton families, and their spouse’s families for any overlooked or new 
evidentiary developments.  
 
We know that Archibald (b abt 1760) was in Digby, Nova Scotia, with his father 8 Thomas in 
1778, but he is not noted with his brothers Henry and John until 1784.  This could suggest that 
Archibald was the oldest of the three sons.   

 ~ -  

6 Edwin Crowell, A History of Barrington Township and Vicinity, Shelburne County, Nova Scotia, 1604-1870; 

with a Biographical and Genealogical Appendix (Yarmouth Nova Scotia: Rev. E. Crowell, 1923), 

http://archive.org/details/historyofbarring00crowuoft.  (Note: p 153, Samuel Lot 1, bef. 1765, William.) 

 
7 Ibid. 

 
8 Wilson, Isaiah W. A Geography and History of the County of Digby, Nova Scotia.  Holloway Bros: 

Halifax Nova Scotia, 1900. 

http://archive.org/details/historyofbarring00crowuoft
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From the History of Digby in May 1778, p 38:  

 

 
 
… and p. 389 in February 1784: 
  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

[  Center of the page omitted ]    
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It is correct that Archibald in the 1687 will of Thomas (1643-1687) below 9 (Exhibit K) is a 

different Archibald than the client’s ancestor born abt. 1760 living in Digby, above (Ex. B map). 

 
Great detail is given in Hasted’s County of Kent 10  including the fact that our Thomas’s 

father, Sir George Hamilton fourth son of James was also the Baronet of Nova Scotia.  Captain 
Thomas Hamilton (1643-1687) probably married Lidia near Newport and fathered two boys by 
her.   She and the boys, Daniel and Thomas, (See Exhibit A) were allowed to take the Hamilton 
name.  Research considering Lucy Wing Hamilton Abbott would be far more difficult without 
the “The Owl”11  a publication by the Wing Family of America a 1991 article which thoroughly 
researches her family group.   

 ~ -  

9 Morehead, Shellee A., PhD, CG and Cynthia L Hamilton, “Thomas Hamilton - Progenitor of 
a Colonial American Family: His Ulster Origins Revealed Using DNA,” Directory of Irish Family 
History Research; Ulster Genealogical and Historical Guild, Number 36, no. 2013 (2013): pp 17–
19. (See also Exhibit J) 

 
10 Hasted, Edward. The History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent, vol. 1, multiple vols. 

(Canterbury: W. Bristow, 1797), https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-kent/vol1. 
 
11 Lovell, Russell A Jr, “Lydia Wing Hamilton Abbott and Her House in the Woods” The Owl, Vol 82 Nov 

1991, (The Wing Family of America Inc.,) Fall, 1991; vols 82-89,  pp 5071-5073. 
(https://books.google.com/books?id=8rpbAAAAMAAJ&q=lydia+hambleton#v=onepage&q=lidia

%20hamilton&f=false) 

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-kent/vol1
https://books.google.com/books?id=8rpbAAAAMAAJ&q=lydia+hambleton#v=onepage&q=lidia%20hamilton&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=8rpbAAAAMAAJ&q=lydia+hambleton#v=onepage&q=lidia%20hamilton&f=false
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Issue with Thomas Hamilton b in 1739 
 
Thomas (1739- ) and Ruhamma Doanne (1738-1766) were married 19 March 1759 in Chatham, 
Mass.  Their first daughter Mary was born 29 Sept 1759 only a few months later.  Second 
daughter Bethia was born in July 1761; third, Reliance May of 1763 and Patience about 1766, all 
born in Chatham.  Ruhamma died in 1766, possibly in childbirth, most likely in Chatham. 

  
Thomas remarried 4 Jan 1769 Mrs. Elizabeth Weston (or Wesson) of Harwich, Mass. One 
daughter was born to them, Elizabeth in 1771.  Birth years and locations for the three boys is 
unclear.   As addressed in the previous report 12,  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If Archibald, Henry and John were born about the time of the birth of Patience (around 1763-
1766) Archibald would be about the right age to marry and father his son John born at Digby in 
1781.  Births of the boys could have occurred at any time between 1763 and 1771, one of the 

 

 
12    M. Kathryn Kelly, Daniel O’Keefe - HamDun Project Second Segment, (20 February 2019 – 16 March 2020)     

p 10 of 46   referencing; (https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209 

i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000211-iii) 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209%20i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000211-iii
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/48171/CapeCodLibraryI-000209%20i?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return#?imageId=CapeCodLibraryI-000211-iii
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younger boys could be the son of Thomas’s second wife Elizabeth.  Ruhama’s death in 1766 may 
have occurred during childbirth of one of the younger boys.   
 
The Planters, Pioneer Pre-Loyalists of Nova Scotia 1749-1783 (Exhibit set L.1-L.6) arrived to the 
area long before the 1784 arrival of the Loyalists who came mostly from New York, Connecticut 

and New Jersey. 13 This PRE-Loyalist settling has been largely overlooked and the importance 

of their contribution to the development of Nova Scotia before the arrival of the Loyalists has 
not been adequately known, or studied and brought to light by the historical record.   As the 
evidence suggests, it is my professional opinion that the Hamiltons of Chatham, Mass., arrived 
in Digby, Nova Scotia first, during this pre-loyalist period settling and expanded down into 
Granville and Barrington, NS just before the arrival of the Loyalists and the arrival of the Ulster 
Hamiltons north in the Truro area. 

 
 

Conclusion for Goal 1 
 

Collective evidence shows that Thomas Hamilton (1643-1687) is the son of James Hamilton, 
the 1st Earl of Abercorn and fourth son of Sir George Hamilton. (Ex. G.5); and that his son Sgt. 
Daniel Hamilton (1670-1738) is the husband of Mary Smith (1669-1708), a Mayflower 
Descendant of Stephen Hopkins.  (Exhibit A and J) 

 

Aware that the client has already had DNA testing via 23 & ME and 

Ancestry, I would again recommend contacting the Ulster Hamilton DNA 
project, if not already done so. 

 
 

 

  

 ~ -  

13  Wright, Esther Clark, DR.. Planters and Pioneers: Nova Scotia, 1749 to 1775 Revised Edition, Limited 

Edition Reprint (Beaver Bank, Nova Scotia Canada: Justin Wentzell, 2007), Preface pages 1-20. 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/005793579.   

 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/005793579
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Questions Exhibit A. 

 

Tree showing the ancestry 

of Archibald Hamilton 

back to his Mayflower 

ancestor Stephen Hopkins  
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Questions Exhibit B – Map of Nova Scotia 
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 Questions Exhibit C.1  -- See  Footnote #3 
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Questions Exhibit C.2  -- See  Footnote #3 
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Questions Exhibit D.1:  
Hamiltons (Robert) from Ireland settling at Truro in the northwestern 
part of Nova Scotia later that the Chatham Hamilton who settled 
earlier on the southern coastlines. 
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Exhibit D.2    
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Exhibit D.3 

 
 

  

This 
Archibald is 
born too late to 
be the son of 
Thomas (1739) 
and Ruhamma 
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Exhibit E 
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Exhibit F top  p 117 – Database at American Ancestors.com (NEHGS) 

(red line represents the match line for the lower half of p 117 following) 
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Exhibit G, H, I omitted 

 

Exhibit J.1   
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Exhibit J.2    
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Exhibit J.3  
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Exhibit J.4  
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Exhibit J.5    

 

 

 

 

Sgt Daniel (1669-1738) married Mary Smith (1669-

1708) a 4th gen. Mayflower descendant. Daniel’s brother 

Thomas may be the fisherman of Granville, NS.  Daniel’s 

son Thomas (1695-) remained in Chatham, while his son 

Thomas (1739-)  was the earliest of settlers that left for Nova 

Scotia along with his 3 sons Archibald, Henry and John. 

These 3 sons may have actually been born around Granville. 
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Exhibit K.1   Will of Thomas Hamilton born in 1643-1687, husband of Lydia Wing 
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Exhibit K.2   Transcription of the will of Thomas Hamilton b 1643, the uncle of Thomas 

Hamilton born 1669-70 in Rhode Island.   

 

 

Boston N. E May 9th 1687 

 

 

 

 

 

In 

Premis 

In the Name if God Amen : I Thomas Hamilton 

Capt of his Majestys Ship Kingfisher, being in perfect 

memory but very sick & weak doo make this my  

last Will & Tostmont 

I bequoath my Soul to my faithfull Creator & Rodemer 

and [illegible] my body may be decently intorr’d at the Cost 

and Charge of Mr Arshbald Hamilton, & Mr James  

Jennings, according to my quality, and there Judgemont 

and after my fanorall [financial?] Charges payed I make my Well 

beloved sister Lady Elizabeth Hamilton my full 

Executrix 

 
 

Signed, Sald delivered 

In Presence of 

William Kere 

Robert Ratcliff 

Alex Henderson 

 

{SEAL} 

Thos Hamilton 

 

Boston May 27th 1687 

 

Thus appearrd before me the above wtitten 

Robt Ratchliffe &  Alexander Henderson wittnesses 

to this will and made oath that they saw the 

before named Thhomas Hamilton sign seale 

& Declare this to be his last will & testament 

 

By Command of His 

Excellcny [illeg.] Gov 

[illegible] 

 

 

Andros 
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Exhibit L.1  

 

Exhibit L.2 
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Exhibit L.3 
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Exhibit L.4 
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Exhibit L.5 
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Exhibit L.6  
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